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hasty, casual, unreflective impressionism is not the best that
you can achieve. You can, by taking thought, add more than
a cubit to your mental stature. On this level, it will not suffice
to say: "I like what I like": snap judgments have no standing
here. You are led to ask: "What is it in me that likes this
thing? In what manner? To what degree?" This criticism is
exploration: of literature through the self, of the self through
literature.

Finally, deeper than sensation, and beyond the range of con-
sciousness, there are forces within you, which by their very
nature elude definition, and which our halting vocabulary calls
daimonic or divine. They reveal themselves, from below
through instinct, from above through intuition. They are the
dynamic element without which we should be inert 5 but I
doubt whether they can be called self. They are forces placed
at our disposal: it is our own will, our own intelligence, that
are called upon to direct them. They are powers; but so far
as we JmoWy blind powers. Use them, do not abandon yourself
to them; do not let your self go, beyond recall. That is why
I firmly believe that the impressionism which claims to voice
the unconscious is illegitimate. The unconscious is not com-
municable j all we can express is the conscious self carried, in
rapture or in horror, by unconscious forces. Even if these forces
should urge us irresistibly into the abyss, it is the glory of
intelligence, to the very last, to keep her eyes open. No capitu-
lation to chaos: art is awareness in creation, criticism is aware-
ness in contemplation.

SUMMARY

Art demands communication between author and public 5
criticism registers how completely that communication has been
established. There is criticism, therefore, at every stage of the
artistic process. The writer, when he composes, uses self-criti-
cism j the reader, when he manifests boredom or interest, acts
as a critic j the intermediary, the publisher, is a critic also when
he accepts or rejects a manuscript. It is strange that, while